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Dear Sir, KinsaLx, Feb. 1, 1756. 


Have fully conſider d your late advice to. the Bur rs, to 
print a genuine narrative account of the diſpute in this Cor- 
poration ; nothing can certainly more —— = wo the 
unwearied pains of their adverſaries to miſr 

The charge of 1 and the breach © 


urged agal 
muſt palliate, if not juſtify, the ſevere treatment gi 
decline an anſwer now, would betray ſome conſciouſneſs of guilt, 


any vain opin my own 
A pe fon you, but — echo of a It plain, 
honeſt, undeſigning men from calumny, and to ſet them in a true 
light. Nothing prevails on me fo much as a defire to do juſtice 
to the characters of theſe gentlemen; and this ftrong deſire has 


proceed _ ths preſent conteſt, that it 
may be the better underſtood, I think it neceſſary to give you a 
previous ſhort account of the conſtitution of this corporation, and 
the moſt prevailing intereſts here. 

The CorrorRaTION of KINSALE is an ancient, loyal corpo- 
ration; it has a charter from queen Elizabeth, containing an 
inſpeximus of a charter from Edward. By its charters, it has a 
power to make an indefinite number of — and Freemen, 
and returns two burgeſſes to parliament. It has ever been remark- 
ably attach'd to the Proteſtant Religion, as appears by its 
* warranto of — James, 4 year 1 75 It has been 
always jealous of admitting any man into this corporation, whoſe 
principles or ons are any ways ſuſpicious; and when 
any ſuch perſon has been nel . ſur prize, or the in- 
ad vertency 


[ 
advertency of a magiſtrate, the have been very watch- 
ful of him, and made that prudent maxim their rule, principiis 


This town was formerly a place of trade and opulence, 
and ths eines ef ans tine? owe, wi cane hoe fron: 
England and other places, particularly the S—tb—/1/ and S——1! 
families, who, I believe, came over in the time of queen Eliza- 
beth, and made conſiderable fortunes here. As theſe two antient 
proteſtant families came over much about the fame time, and, 
„from the ſame county, the cloſeſt friendſhip always 
47 ors them, and _ hence this town has received 
many van z in return for which, the corporation una- 
— = Fog am fathers of the late Mr. S—tb—/!, and the 
preſent Mr. 1, to repreſent them in the firſt parliament 
immediately after the revolution. When any interruption was 
ever given to this union, the S—tb—// intereſt was thought in 
danger. This will appear, when you conſider the conſequence 
of a conſiderable conteſt, in this corporation, for a member of 
parliament, in the year 1725. The candidates were Sir R—d4 
de and A—th—y St—w—l, Eſq; 

I don't find any great mention of the M—des, (at leaft under 
that denomination) till the time, when that intereſt, little known 
here before, was then introduced, through the weakneſs of the 
S—th—/s agent, who was prevailed upon, by bad advice, to 
Join that intereſt. 

But, notwithſtanding all the efforts of the agent, Mr. St—w—1/, 
through his own natural intereſt, was elected by a conſiderable 
majority. The family had ſoon reaſon to repent this ſtep in the 
agent; and the late Mr. S—tb—/! ſenſibly felt the effect of it. 
The advice of old Fer, a in Curt, to Mr. S—th—/,, at 
that time, was remarkable — © I t thee, friend S—tb—1/, 
* a wiſe man, (ſays the quaker) but find thee otherwiſe ; thee 
© haſt given a power to a man who has a conſiderable fortune on 
© the ſpot, and able to cope with thee hereafter ; thee ought to 
© have joined A—th—y S- ˖ -I, who is an honeſt country gen- 
* tleman, and has not a fortune equal to thine ; he may ſerve thee, 
© but cannot ſupplant thee.” The event ſhew d the quaker's good 
ſenſe; for Sir R—b—d M, thinking himſelf eftabliſh'd, and 
not bearing a rival near the throne, ſome time after made a pu- 
lick oppoſition to that very intereſt which introduced him. This 
produced a conteſt for many years; but Sir R—b—d Made, not- 
withſtanding his great fortune, and near neighbourhood, yet not 
having the hearts and affections of the people, was, after many 
unſucceſsful ſkirmiſhes, moſt ſhamefuly routed by the old friends 

of the tb. intereſt, now dignified by the name of Wy. 
| 
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No hopes of ſucceſs appearing to the M—de party from oppo- 
ſition, recourſe was had to negotiation ; and Mr. S—tbþ—1/, being 
worried with a diſagreeable conteſt, was, at length, prevailed on, 
though in poſſeſſion of the ſole power, to enter into a coalition 
with Sir R—b—d M—de for the alternate recommendation ot 
member of parliament. This gave his real friends much uneaſi- 
neſs, to be thus transferr'd, without their knowledge or conſent, to 
a party they could never reliſh: But their great regard for Mr. 
S- t-, who aſſured them, that the condition of this agreement 
was, that Sir R—b—& and his friends ſhould never interfere in 
the corporation ; but that the town ſhould be left to itſelf in the 
choice of its own magiſtrates, and the full enjoyment of all its o- 
ther privileges, allay'd, in ſome meaſure, their diſcontents. 

But this condeſcenſion in the houſe of BartLinTOBER, thus to 
receive laws, though expedient for the preſent, could not long ſuit 
the dignity of that bouſe ; its natural impetuoſity was, however, 
reſtrain'd for a time; an opportunity to throw off their ſhackles 
muſt ſoon offer; Mr. iwas at a diſtance, his agent may 
be a fool or a knave, either not know his maſter's intereſt, or 
betray it; the premeditated blow is at length given ; the whole 
band of country friends brought in, on the day of election for 
magiſtrate, contrary to ſtipulation, and to the ſurprize of 
body; a violent puſh is made to wreſt the rod out of the hands of 
the old friends of Sti; it was conducted with ſo much art 
and dexterity, that the S—tb—I/ intereſt was ſaved but by the 
ſingle voice of one William Winter. I mention his name here, 
becauſe I ſhall have occaſion to take notice of him hereafter. 
When Mr. St was made acquainted with this attempt, he 
wrote a very ſmart letter to Sir R—h—d M—de, complaining 
of a breach of ſtipulation ; the other made but a very weak defence, 
no ways to the ſatisfaction of Mr. S—th—/!: But he was very 
thanktul to his friends, for their prudent and ſeaſonable oppoſition 
to theſe ungenerous deſrgns. 

The M—de party, being again routed by the fleadineſs and 
inflexible virtue of theſe veterans, were now abſolutely obliged to 
ſubmit to the terms enjoined them by S—tb—/7; accordingly we 
hear no more of them, or their defigns, till the melancholy ac- 
count came of the late Mr. S—th—1P's indiſpoſition. 

This was a very critical time. Mr. tb, who could 
diſtinguiſh his real from his pretended friends, loſt his memory; 
a general ferment run through moſt corporations; one of our 
members of parliament in a very dangerous ſtate of health. Such 
a criſis as this muſt be be — to any concerted deſigns 
againſt the old intereſt. We were not long under theſe appre- 
henſions, when we were alarm'd by a converſation that happen'd 
between Mr. F—-n—; K—rn—y, a neighbouring gentleman of for- 

tune, 
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tune, and Mr. E-g—ſb of this town, as reported, by the latter, 
to two gentlemen of probity, LI 

* Mr. K—rn—y aſk'd the other, if he had heard the report that 
* was ſpread in town, that his fon, young Mr. K—rn—y, would 
© be a candidate, if Mr. Py, who was ill, ſhould die; 
+ and if his fon had ſuch a thought, he ſaid, would not dit 


courage it.” As this was not known in town before it 
came from it was ſtrongly ſuſpeQed it was only vented 
to feel the pulſe of the people. 


'This report inſtantly n but we were con- 
1 — gentleman, when, ſoon after this, a 


before the day of election, when Mr. R—dd—+ had engaged a 
majority of voices, and prepared every thing for the entertain- 
I. Br! ny a Dov, og ge erg Upon 
the Revd. 7 — K—ffe went to Mr. E—-g—h, moſt cor- 
adviſed him to drop the oppoſition, as 2 diviſion, at that 
muſt be attended with prejudicial to the 


ing the fame gentleman two years running, and offers the rod to 
Mr. Th—m—s I-, who was known to be engaged to Mr. 
R---dd-—k. Mr. M---k---m generouſly replied, that he was ab- 
ſolutely engaged to Mr. R---dd-—-, and could not, poſſibly, then 
accept of it, nor indeed would he, at any time, chooſe it. He was 
— 4 hone of i. mt ates the ramen „ 
the Bowling-green. The two Mr. M-—kt—msr, Mr. K--ffe, &c. 
at the requeſt of Mr. W-!l--ms, the S--th--{Ps agent, attended. 
They laid before them the danger of a diviſion at that time, that, 
NN rſon of Mr. 
R—dd--k, but the cuſtom, they would remove it for the future; 
but would not continue in the oppoſition to Mr. 
R--dd--k, as the day of election was ſo near, and every thing pre- 
pared 22 It was then reſolved upon, that Mr. 
Th-m-s M--k--m (who was, at prevailed upon from his 


regard to the S--th--// intereſt) ſhould fucceed Mr. R--dd--k, and 
hold the rod but one year, by which means, the * which 


gave 


north, to Mr. W--ll--ms, wherem he 
M---de's intereſt was greatly prejudiced — 
5 at 
this 


judges, and cou d not think of giving up ſuch a privilege. 
As faid T--{t--r was a ſtranger, and not at all acquainted 
the nature of his maſter's intereſt here, he was deſired to take a 


he always placed a great upon, 
that a letter ſhou'd be wrote to Mrs. -t-, to ſatisfy her of 
the intentions of her friends, and Mr. -wie was deſired to write 
a letter to that ; but after Mr. Ne had wrote it, and 
it was ready to be ſign'd, he was ſurprized to hear that Mr. 7—s 
M--de was very active in recommending to the town an addreſs 
to Mrs. $--th--/l, drawn by himſelf, for which was pleaded the 
approbatian of Mr. T--tt--r. This was thought very diſingenuous 
in T--tt--r, after what paſs d at Mr. As. The conſequence 


Nas 
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was much heat and animoſity, inſomuch that a gentleman, much 
afflicted with the gout, and ſcarcely recover'd from a fit of it, 
was grofly abuſed on the publick exchange, and a ſtroke made at 
him, with a loaded whip, by Mr. M--de, for refuſing to ſign his 

But theſe were only the beginnings of ſorrow : Mr. SJ 
coming to town, about this time, met with ſome of his friends 
at T--tt--r"s lodgings, where, conſulting about the S—-th--/l inte- 
reſt, and this favourite addreſs, T--tt—r aſſured them, that the 
ſigning the addreſs wou'd effectually remove Mrs. S—th—1!s jca- 
louſies, ſecure the friendſhip of that family, and reſtore peace 
and harmony to the town. St.-, prefuming that it wou'd 
be attended with theſe happy conſequences, and foreſeeing the 
great inconvenience of a diviſion in the corporation, with his 
uſual frankneſs and ſincerity, adviſed the gentlemen preſent to 
ſign it; but they refuſed, fearing that ſome unfair advantage was 
intended from the looſe and indeterminate in the 


expreſhons 
addreſs. To this Mr. S reply'd, that the reaſon he wou'd 
ſign it, and recommend it to others, was, upon a preſumption 
that the -t- family wou'd continue the kind patrons they 
had hitherto been; for if 


uſe of the power there in- 
diſadvantage of the town, 


they 
but 

not le 
as in the 


privi 
making burgeſſes and freemen, &c. r gi 
up; and for Tr--{t--r's fatisfaQtion, they in- 
ſiſted on nothing unuſual, they produced ſeveral letters from Mr. 
tl to his friends here, when magiſtrates, wherein he deſires 
nothing of them but the recommendation of member of parlia- 
ment, and tells them, in the ſame letters, he leaves them to the 


full enjoyment of all their other privi thoſe privileges 
which, in one of his letters, he Page © es 
©» a. 


I 
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* laſt, reſcued for them out of the hands of Sir R----4 M---de, 
and recommends it to them to be very careful of them for the 
* future.” This explanation was made previous to the ſigning 
the addreſs. 

Upon a preſumption then of the continued patronage of the 
S--th--ll family, of their prudent recommendation of a proper per- 
fon for member of parliament ; when ſaid T--tt-r, the repreſen- 
tative of the S$--th--{l intereſt, was contented with theſe terms, and 
acknowledged that the addreſs required no more, the gentlemen, 
to ſhew their affectian to the family, were, at length, prevail'd 
upon to ſign the addreſs. But the S--tb--/! family were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſtronger tye. From their kind uſage of this people, 
they had engaged their hearts and affections, which always gave 
them the balance in every competition with the M--de party, and 
will ever operate more effectually here, than ſeverity and ill uſage : 
But this muſt be placed to its proper account. The head of that 
family is, at preſent, a minor, whoſe intercſt is under the manage- 
ment of a lady at a great diſtance, who muſt be preſumed to act 

the information of thoſe, in whom ſhe thinks ſhe ought to 
— the greateſt confidence. Poſſibly, ſhe may ſoon ſee the error 
of the preſent proceedings, and find out the old friends of the family 
before it be too late; an æra much to be deſired by all thoſe, 
who fincerely wiſh a reſtoration of peace and harmony in this 
town : but this can never be expected whilſt the power is lodged 
in the hands of a man, who muſt be greatly intereſted in the 
continuance of the preſent feuds. 

When the addreſs was fign'd, and ſent over, we were in hopes 
that all diſputes had ſubſided, Mrs. -t- thoroughly reconciled, 
no oppoſition likely to be given to the election of Mr. M--k--m, 
. whole family were remarkably attach'd to the S--th--!! intereft. 

During this calm, an attempt was made to ſecure, by art and 
intrigue, thoſe privileges which were peremptorily refaſed to be 
given by the addreſs; the proper channel for this is through the 
ſovereign; Mr. T--tt-r and M--de wait on him when alone, re- 
commend to him, in the name of Mrs. S--tb--/[, four or five free- 
men to be made burgeſſes; which he abſolutely refuſing, they then 
change their ground, and aſk him, whether he would make any 
more for the year? he ſays, he did not think he would: they aſk 
him, if he would give Mrs. S--tb--// that fatisfa&tion ? upon which 
they retired, and ſoon after brought a letter, of their own inditing, 
to that purpoſe, which he inconſiderately ſign'd. 

It is much to be wiſh'd, that Mr. R--d4d--+, for his own ſatiſ- 
faction, had been more on his guard, and made no compliances 
to thoſe, who, undoubtedly, meant to take advantage of a man, 
who was not hackney'd in the ways of men. But this plain honeft 

| B gentleman 


[10] 


1 ir wales ; ſome ths 
on bool pede. aire) 


- wrote her the following letter, to which ſhe never vouch- 
an anſwer, but wrote to the ſovereign, acknowledging the 
receipt of the obliging addreſs. 


© 2 
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office, after being magiſtrate two years, 
This ill-judged attempt to make a diviſion in 
attended with declarations of the freemen, that 


a ſovereign in oppoſition to the burgeſſes, and ſome expreſſions 
2 —— qc 
attack intended on Mr. $S--:h--1/”s and the town intereſt. 


conſult together, and think on ſome means to 
reſt, and keep the power amongſt ourſelves. It was then unani- 
mouſly agreed, that a council ſhould be convened, to make bur- 
geſſes and freemen r 
being very much diminiſh'd of late by mortality. 

Theſe, madam, were our only motives for what has happen 'd, 
and it gives us vaſt concern that we ſhould be obliged to give you 
any trouble at this tune, nor would there be any occaſion yg $ 
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but for the artful infinuations of ſome deſigning perſons, who, 
notwithſtanding their profeſſions of friendſhip, we could heartily 
wiſh were as much in the intereſt of Mr. S--tb--{ and the town 
as we are; and we beg you will be convinced of our un- 
alterable attachments to the family, to accept our ſincere wiſhes 
for a perfect reſtoration of Mr. S—th--{{”s health, and to believe 
us, 


An entertainment was then given by Mr. T--tt-r, in the 
name of Mrs. S--tb--/l, to the gentlemen of the town, where 
Mr. T—tt—r, "g, xy Aus dinner, acquainted the corpo- 
ration, that Mr. Fames M—de was appointed agent to Mr. 
S—th—il, Mr. M—de then read them Mrs. S—tb—1Ps letter to 
the ſovereign, acknowledging the receipt of the obliging addreſs : 
re 
that not engage their votes for magiſtrate the enſuing 
year, till they received her 1 2 
aſtoniſh'd at this behaviour, deſired to fee the „ but they 
— * to ſhew her letter where other matters 
were contain then deſired to ſee the particular paragraph, 
but that favour was alſo refuſed, and attended with ſome frevari- 
cation : at laſt, lr NE 2 
part of the corporation had been to Mr. 
M--k--m for a conſiderable time; a fact univerſally known. M--de 
$54, be had never lewd i tiltion, end yer tit Bide cited 
the votes at the publick entertainment the Fune before, (the 
Me IS GOEY ves) opt Þ 
perſonal his vote , Whoſe anſwer was, mi 
© had 1 Tom, if you aſk'd it;“ for H—rd, of at hey 
time, publickly declared, that he would never be ſovereign. By 
the evidence of a gentleman before the privy-council, who was 
preſent at a converſation between H—rd, and M—de, it 
that H—rd was abſolutely forced by M—de to be a candidate. 
71 — s anſwer was in a contemptuous manner, that the 
© gentlemen might make uſe of their wits.” We had, indeed, 
before this interview, ſufficient evidence of T—tt—r's prejudices, 
to guard againſt which, Mr. Thomas M—t—m wrote Mrs. 
$—th—ll a Letter, acquainting her, that the late agent, Mr. 
W-—ll—ms, had recommended it to him to be magiſtrate the 
enſuing year, upon which he had the votes, aſſuring her 
of his particular obligations to her family, and his attachment to 
its intereſt. Ld lene +: 

. 2 | 
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* 2 S-—tb—IPs recommendation had been pre- engaged to 
r. H-rd. 

As this man had been very remarkable in the oppoſition to the 
8—th—Il intereſt, at a very critical time, when that intereſt was 
ſaved, as I told you before, but by one voice, was now become 
even more ſuſpicous, by being the tenant and creature of the gen- 
tleman who gave the firſt alarm, and was every way qualified to 
be a creature of power, as his late behaviour has ſufficiently 
ſhewn; the recommerdation of ſuch a man, in oppoſition to a 
gentleman, whoſe family had ever been attach'd to the S—th—1 
intereſt, was thonght very aſtoniſhing, efpecially as this recom- 
mendation could not potlibly take effect, without the maniteſt 
vilation of the engagements of a conſiderable majority. To ſhew 
how far they were engaged in honour, and how impoſſible to 
comply with her requeſt, the fovereign, burgeſſes, &c. wrote 
Mrs. S—th—ll the following letter; her anſwer was, that ſhe 
A and inſiſted on her friends voting for 


Aadam, KinsALF, Nov. 20th, 1754. 

E the ſovereign, burgeſſes, and freemen of the town. of 

| Kinſale, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, think it 

our duty to repreſent to you the great uneaſineſs we have received 

from a letter Mr. M—de ſhew'd us from you. We now can 
have no doubt, but that we have been miſrepreſented to you. 

Mr. M—i—r's father was always firmly attach'd to Mr. 
S—th—1s intereſt, and we are well aſſured his fon is ſo: he is 
alſo a man liked amongſt us, which every way juſtifies the major 
part of this corporation's engagements to him. And we cannot 
think it conducive to your intereſts to break them. 

From the kind patronage of Mr. S—th—1!”s family, we cou'd: 
never have ſuppoſed (had you been rightly inform'd) that ſuch 
an attempt wou'd have been made; and this, Madam, calls upon 
us, who fign'd the addreſs lately ſent you, to explain our mean- 
ing. 
We have letters from Mr. th to feveral magiſtrates, 
his friends here, wherein he leaves to us the choice of our own 
maziſtrates, and the full enjoyment of all our other privileges, 
wluch he never infringed, and which we, in regard to our cor- 
poration oaths, cannot give up, as he allow'd us to be always 
the beſt judges, who are the propereſt perſons to ſupport the 
true intereſt of this corporation, as well as that of his family. 
He only defired the nomination of members of parliament. Up- 
on theſe terms we fign'd it. We fhall, therefore, think any 
deviation from Mr. S- -s mild conduct always towards us, 
a ſeverity 
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a ſeverity which his old friends cou'd not expect. We beg leave 
to ſubmit theſe _ to 7 reconſideration. * 

We cannot but complain, Madam, of the many diſcourage- 

ments we have lately received, particularly from Mr. T—tt—rs 


behaviour here, who, inſtead of uſing any means towards a re- 
conciliation amongſt us, did, as we imagine, keep the diviſion 
alive, by cheriſhing a diſcontented minority. The violent me- 
' thods ſince made uſe of tend the ſame way. 


confided in; which we conceive to be the only effeQtual method 
to ſtifle any future animoſities amongſt us, and continue the 
government of this corporation in the ſame it has been for 
many and in which it was always thought ſecureſt by 
your worthy conſort, the reſtoration of whoſe health, and pre- 

are, 


The gentlemen of the oppoſition having ſuffici blindfolded 
Mrs. S—th—/l, who was now entirely alienated from the old 
friends of the family, their buſineſs was next to tamper with 
thoſe engaged to Mr. M—i—m. A gentleman of fortune in the 
neighbourhood, whom I mentioned before, comes to town, 
holds a court of enquiry, communicates to one man that his 
leaſe is not good, points out the method of renewing 
it is only voting ” 

y prom 
the burgeſſes, they find every method is taken to entrap, that 
the liberties of the corporation are in danger, a ſcheme laid to 
make this c ion a venal borough. They then call upon 
the ſovereign to act his part, and to ſecure them againſt the 
intended invaſion. The ſovereign faid, he had fign'd a Letter 
to Mrs. S—tb—l, that he would firſt acquaint her of it: 
accordingly, he wrote to her of the intentions of the burgeſſes, 
who think an increaſe neceſſary for the good of the ation. 
She returns a very angry anſwer, that ſhe is furprized at fuch an 
intention after the letter he wrote her lately. wever, it was 
thought moreeligible to incur the diſpleaſure of that lady for a time, 
than to give up an antient proteſtant corporation into the hands of 
men, who, from their former education, and preſent connectiane, 
could not be preſumed to have either the general good of their 
country, or the particular intereſt of this corporation much at K * 

/ b e 
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The Burrs, therefore, entered into a reſolution, conformable 
to their principles, to make ten gentlemen, of undoubted whig- 
giſh principles, free. | 

As Mr. M- de has taken uncommon pains to repreſent this 
act, not only to the diſadvantage of Mr. R—dd-- &, but of the 
whole body, I beg leave to make a few obſervations. 

When 7—tt—r and M—de attack'd the ſovereign to ſign the 
letter to Mrs. S--tb--/l, the reaſons made uſe of by theſe gentlemen, 
in the name of Mrs. S--tb--/l, were, that ſuch a compliance would 
effectually recover the aſſections of Mrs. S—th—1! to her friends 
in Minſale, make her quite eaſy, and entirely quaſh the oppoſition 
that had been made. Upon*a preſumption then, that theſe af- 
furances, made by her repreſentatives, would be ratified by Mrs. 
tb -I, and, in conſequence of them, no oppoſition likely to 
be given to the election of Mr. M—k—m; nay, when his 
election ſeem d ſecured by this compliance, he then conſented to 
fign the letter. But when, immediately after this, the de ſigns 
againſt this corporation became more viſible, numbers of the 
majority engaged to Vir. M—'—m drawn off by the repeated 
follicitations * and others, — - inſtead of not 
oppoſing, prev upon to recommend another in oppõſition to 
Mr. M—i—m. When this was the caſe, let the world now 
judge, how far a magiſtrate (who had not time given him to 
conſult any of his brethren) can be tied down by a private letter, 
obtain'd by ſuch diſingenuity, where a compliance with this 
letter muſt be attended with the 1 8 
given this corporation, and where men, who vehe- 
mently declaim on this occaſion, are known, either notoriouſly 
to have broken their own words, or have moſt ſhamefully pre- 
' vailed upon others to do it. 

But beſides, the matter of the letter was, in my opinion, 
unlawful. That letter, I think, ſuppoſes the power of making 
burgeſſes and freemen to be veſted in the ſovereign, with the 
recommendation, indeed, of Mrs. .“; for if he ſays in the 
letter, as it appears in the hands of Mr. M—de, and which I 
here ſuppoſe genuine, I will not make any burgeſſes without 
© the recommendation of Mrs. S—tb—1/) it follows, I think, 
of courſe, that, with the recommendation aforeſaid, he has a 
power of making burgeſſes and freemen. Now, the by-laws ſay, 
that none ſhall be made, but by the approbation or recommen- 
dation of the majority of burgeſſes to the fovereign in council. 
The ſovereign, by his oath, is obliged to obey theſe laws, and to 
maintain the rights of the corporation: ſo that, if the majority of 
his brethren ſhou'd recommend to him any men to be made 
tree, whom he cannot reaſonably object to, he is under af po 
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and ftronger obligation to them, than can be inherent in 
; and any attempt to wreſt this power out of the hands of 


But, to conſider that letter in the ſtrongeſt light. I will ſup- 
poſe it wrote by the ſovereign, with the conſent and a 
of the whole body, fo that it became the act of the whole cor- 
poration. To view it even in this light, it muſt, as well as the 
addreſs, ſuppoſe a com between Mrs. S—t5—/ ard the 
people; now, if one of the contracting parties have fail'd in 
ebay por > 0D there can now be no doubt, 
party is of courſe diſcharged. Theſe are the principles 
of the revolution, which will always juſtify the Buyes. 4 

But the truth is, not one of them was preſent when it was 
ſign d, conſulted upon it, or knew any thing of it, it was con- 
ducted with ſo much ſecrecy. You may perceive, that this 
attempt for the letter, was after the addreſs was ſign'd ; 
for when the gentlemen, who ſign'd the addreſs at T—tt—r's, 


their 
the 


with Mr. I, refuſed to grant more by it than a recom- 


mendation of a proper perſon for member of parliament, as lon 
as the S—th=-/{ family continued the kind patrons they had 
hitherto been, M—de and Tr—tt—r then made uſe of this ex- 
pedient to wreſt from them their other privileges ; and this is a 
ſtrong argument, in my opinion, that nothing more was then 
expected, from that addreſs, even by the authors of it, than the 
limited recommendation above-mention'd, otherwiſe there cou'd 
be no manner of occaſion for this attempt, ſo immediately after 
the addreſs. 

A very curious converſation happening at the ſovereign's the 
night before the ten gentlemen were made free, where Meſſrs. 
K—rn—y, e, HL, and ſome of the Buyers were preſent, 
as it ſhews the true ſpirit of a Blue, you'll excuſe, I preſume, 
the recital of it. 

K—rn—y and M-—de complain'd much of the diſadvantage 
ariſing to a particular intereſt, ſuch as Mr. S—tb—//*s, from an 
increaſe of the corporation; that by making the intereſt more 
diffuſive, it wou'd, of courſe, be more difficult to be managed ; 


66 


— — 


yet Mr. M—de faid, * that notwithſtanding all the boaſt of the 
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« $—th-i intereſt in Kinſale, it was nothing equal to Mr. 
* 's in Cork, where, notwithſtanding it was a very 
large 83 an r to do what he 
« pleaſed.” urrs ſaid, had the greateſt 
4 regard for Mr. S—th—/!"s family; yet ny So never think 
« of giving up the privilege of making their friends free, when 
© they ſaw occaſion; and that the death of many members of 
late years, made the late and intended increaſe neceſſary for 
& the government of the corporation.” M -e reply'd, © that 
& he wou'd not have them increafed, even as dy'd; no, 
4 not if the corporation was reduced to five.” is was very 
alarming, and cou'd not fail of begetting many ſuſpicions. Pro- 
poſals were made by the Buyys that night for an accommoda- 
tion; but Mr. K—n—y ſaid, he cou'd not interfere in it;“ 
M ſaid, he was a new agent, and wou'd not undertake it;“ 
Hu ſaid, © he wou'd not come into any terms, without a 
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The winter was ſpent in many fruitleſs negotiations with Mrs. 
$—thb—il. The Burrs endeavouring, by many letters and 
otherwiſe, to convince her, (particularly by the following letter, 
ſigned by fifty-five) that they were the old friends of the family, 
and ſincerely attach'd to its intereſt. | 


Madam, 

- we underſtand, by your letter ſhewn to ſome of us by Mr. 

M—de, that a few ſtand ſuſpected of having private de- 

figns, hurtful to your family intereſt ; and that you apprehend 
the majority may be deceived by thoſe few. 

We, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, have promiſed 
our votes to Mr. A k—m, and beg the favour of you to let us 
know who thoſe ſuſpected perſons are. This, madam, we hope 
you will not refuſe us, as we affure you, that if thoſe perſons, ſo 
ſuſpected, cannot acquit themſelves of the aſperſion, we poſitively 
declare we will no longer join them. 

We are, Madam, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
your moſs obedient humble ſervants. 


Her conſtant anſwer was, (when ſhe honour'd them with an 
anſwer) ſhe would not rely on their profeſſions, but inſiſted on 
her recommendation of Hd. To ſupport this recommenda- 
tion, ſhe is prevail'd upon to write circular letters to many per- 
ſons of diſtinction, praying their intereſt; but many of thoſe 
gentlemen being convinced that ſhe was grofly impoſed upon, 
and foreſeeing the danger that - threatened the S—ib—1/ "_ 

r 
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reſt, and the liberties of the corporation, were pleaſed to write 
to her in favour of the Burrs. This only furniſh'd matter of 
inſinuation, that they had ſeparate intereſts of their own in view; 
every art was then tried to confirm that lady in her prejudices. 

Once, indeed, their hopes were almoſt blaſted; for Mrs. 
&II had, for a ſhort time, entertain'd ſome ſerious thoughts 
not to diſpute the matter any longer with her friends, but to 
drop it. A melancholy piece of news, indeed, eſpecially to the 
and faithful ſteward, to be thus unexpeQtedly robb'd of fo 
vourable an opportunity of promoting the intereſt of his em- 
ployer, the ſole object of his purſuit. a 
This happy event had probably taken place, if ſhe had been 
left to her own reſſections; but the matter was, by this time, 


and began 

mighty hopes from her miſtakes; the name of -- was 
made the pretext, by every zealous tool of power, for cruſhing 
irit, which ſtood a bar to their defigns ; the lady's 
and every inſi- 
her ſanction; ſhe was 
told, that it was only holding out a little longer, and their tur- 
bulent ſpirit would break; that they were poor, and could not 
ſupport a law-ſuit, nor oppoſe the meaſures of authority. 

She is, at length, prevailed upon to enter into freſh reſolutions, 
and to bring the old faſt friends of her huſband's family, who 
ſecured an intereſt for him in the worſt of times, before the 
p—y , to defeat a fair and undoubted majority of nineteen ; 
and this at the inſtance of the old avowed and implacable enemies 
of the / intereſt, who were eternally either in open oppo- 
fition to it, and then leſs dangerous, or elſe forming ſchemes 
and deſigns againſt it, when apparently united. 

I ſhall now proceed to lay before you ſome tranſactions that 
happen'd immediately before, or on the day of election; and 
which is the moſt di part of this letter, to give you an 
account of the ſufferings of the honeſt Burrs for their unpa- 
rallell'd firuggle for liberty; but ſuch is the nature of every per- 
ſecution, they have only added freſh ſtrength to their union, and 
demonſtrated what uncommon reſolution a true ſenſe of liberty 
will inſpire. | 


The day of election drawing near, this formidable reſolution 
TEN RATES or ot omen 

jori is not to be ex ; are put to 
the neceſſity of making a diſtincqtian between old and new voices; 
if they can but have the of a majority, the influence 
of a certain will do the reſt. Every art is now made 
66 do a might have been done 
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without it, yet, probably, to fave appearances, the great man 
might have made this a condition. Circular letters now arrive 
from England, Dublin, Caſbel, &c. couriers are diſpatch'd tothe 
country burgeſſes with this commiſſion, to diſengage them, if 
poſſible, from their ts to Mr. M—k—m; if that can- 
not be done, to prevail upon them, by all means, to ſtay at 
home; and where any perſons had any remote views of prefer- 
ment in the revenue, or had a fon or relation in it, there a little 
pert Mercury in the revenue made one of the embaſly ; in ſhort, 
every alliance, every connection is found out, and every kind of 
influence made uſe of. 

by a fair 


The conſequence was, Mr. M—k—m was elected 
majority of nineteen, and returned by the proper officer. The 
other party pretended to have a majority of four old unqueſtion- 
able voices, and F—rd returned himſelf. This gave fome 
colour of triumph, ard happy, indeed, it was for the Buys, 
that it was thus conceived by a prodigious popiſh mob invited to 
attend, otherwiſe a moſt tragical ſcene muſt have enſued ; for it 
was publickly declared, that if they could not have it by voices, 
they would by blood: invited they certainly were, for a collector, 
at that time in the revenue, went that morning, and, in perſon, 
deſired them to attend Mr. H—rd to court. You'll not think 
this very ſurpriſing, when I affure you, that a gentleman of 
character in the revenue, who was many months engaged to 
Mr. M—k—m, and, hen he engaged himſelf, gave this reafon, 
that, as Mr. M—t—m always went with him in Cork, he would 
always go with him in KAinſale, voted for Hd, and, at the fame 
inſtant, acknowledged, in open court, his engagement and great 
obligations to Mr. M—k—n. 

And this breach he ridiculouſly attempted to juſtify, from a 
attachment to Mrs. S—tb—1l, to whom he was ſcarcely 
„and from whom he never received any one favour : but 
his cloſe connections with a certain late commiſſioner, who had 
fixed his eye on this borough for its contiguity to the rendezvous 
of his friends, ard the known purpoſes for which he was deputed 
to this diſtrict, after the ſignal ſervices he did that gentleman in 
a neighbouring city, will never ſuffer any man of common ſenſe 
to give credit to ſuch a crude, idle ſtory, calculated to conceal the 
deep deſigns of his friend, and to throw the odium of the oppo- 
fition on the poor lady. 

But this was not the only ſacrifice, though the moſt furprizing. 
An old gentleman, of an inferior employment in the revenue, 
was under the ſame fatal neceſſity. I have ſome compaſſion for 
this poor man; for I believe he did it with great reluctance. A 
tew days before the election, being put in mind of his engage- 
ment to Mr. M—{—n, he frankly acknowledged it; but faid, 
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officer had been with him, to acquaint him, that he 
be on duty the 29th of June, the day of election. 
Sufficient care was taken to make him do his duty that day; 
for I myſelf ſaw him led into court by a collector in the revenue, 
now advanced to an higher employment, who placed him con- 
_C— the day, for he was much afraid of 
At the fame time, a gunner, who was engaged to Mr. 
M .-, and hitherto remarkable for ing his word, was 
led into court under the arm by a ſuperviſor of the hearth-money, 
who kept him drunk for two days before, and lay with him the 
night before the election. I looked ſtedfaſtly at this poor man, 
who looked confounded, and ſhook his head when he gave his 
vote for H—rd. Before he went into court, he was heard to 
ſay, Now am I going to prove myſelf a ſcoundrel.“ 
The other of this pretended majcrity of four was, the reverend 
Mr. T—tt—r, who came from the North of Ireland for the pur - 
poſe. This gentleman is counted an old unqueſtionable voice, 
and the perſons who made him, new and difputable ; but with 
what propriety you may judge, when I tell you, that he was 
made after the burgeſſes now objected to, and in a council where 
they were preſent, without any one objeQtion being there made 
to their validity; that they were made in the fame cuſtomary 
manner with others, a year before M—t—m's election, nay, 
an election intervened between their being made and his election; 
acted in the corporation on grand juries and otherwiſe, for a 
whole year, without being objected to; were ſollicited by M—de 
and H- rd for their voices; and yet theſe gentlemen are now 
counted new diſputable voices, and T=—=tt—r, who was made 
by them, an old unqueſtionable one. The caſe is, F—tt—r 
voted for H—rd, and theſe gentlemen for M—k—m. f 
But beſides the three per ſons hinted at above, who broke their 
engagements, (for Mr.7--tt--r is not to be conſider'd in the number) 
there were many others; and a hatter, who is ſince dead, being 
put in mind of his engagement ſome time before the election, 
own'd freely his engagement, and that he would as ſoon vote for 
Mr. M--k--m as any man in Kinfale; but faid, Mr. M--de had 
ſhewn him a letter from Mrs. $--th--1}, and told him he muſt vote 
for Nr It would look like il|-nature, and take up too much 
time, to recite all the inſtances of this kind ; for, except the gen- 
tleman who made the ridiculous harangue an the day of election, 
and fome few others, I think many of them entitled to great cm- 
paſſion, as I am convinced, that men never acted more againft 
their inclinations, and convictions, than many of them did ; they 
ſaw where the true intereſt lay, and were inclined to tollow their 
engagements, but 9 which they mult obey; 
2 
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for had the people Deen left to themſelves, and Mrs. S--th--/? 
ſtood neuter, which is much to be wiſh'd was the cafe, H--rd 
would not have had twenty voices, the S--tb--{l intereſt of courſe 
— and the unhappy diſpute nipped in the bud. 

$ „ the day immediately before the election, the re- 
l a 


dean of C--t, and rector of R — e, 
which pariſh was given him by the corporation, wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to a freeman of this town, which is here inſerted, 
to ſhew how little the S--tb—-//.family, or any thing, but the 
M--de intereſt, was in his view that day. 


Dear Witt N--m-x, BALLINTOBER, Fune 29, 1755. 

F all the people of Kin/ale, I leaſt ex you, or your 
brother Fobn, would have quitted the intereſt of Ballintober 
houſe, eſpecially for fellows from whome you have noe expecta- 
tions of benefitted. I ſhall (pleaſe God) be in towne to- 
morrow morning early, where, if Ican fee you, I believe I may 
convince you it is your duty, as well as intereſt, to continue your 


attachment to Sir R--b--d M--de, to his ſon Sir Fobn, and your 
W--.L-m M--px. 


- The day after the election, Mr. Thomas M-t—m wrote Mrs. 
S--tb--ll a letter, to give her all the aſſurances in his power of his 
attachment to the family. He received no anſwer to it, but Mr. 

M--de publickly ſhew'd a letter he received from Mrs. S—th--/l, 
acquainting him of her having received Mr. M—i--'s letter, 
which © ſhe look'd upon as a ſcheme calculated to deceive and 
<< amuſe her; and, as the ſword was drawn, ſhe had thrown away 
« the ſcabbard, and gave him directions to proſecute the affair 
« with the utmoſt rigour.” | 

You have heard of the many ſeverities, ſince the 
was granted to ſwear H--rd into office; you can ſcarce believe it, 
and defire to know the truth of this report. I am greatly diſ- 
couraged from this attempt by the variety and complication of 
them, but can refuſe you nothing ; you muſt, however, be con- 
tent with a few remarkable inſtances. 

Some time before the uſual day of ſwearing, it was 
adviſeable to try what the gentle methods of perſuaſion and money 
could do. 

A gentleman is ſent, by Mr. M-de, to Mr. R--dd--4, to deſire 
a private audience with him; he tells him, that Mr. M--de has a 
vaſt regard for him and his children, who are related to his wife; 
but Mr. R--dd--+ being ſufficiently acquainted with the many in- 
direct practices made uſe of, was now on his guard, and there- 
fore ſent a very proper anſwer, * That as he had fuffer'd —_— 
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a converſation in , he was determined, for the 
T any of the n 
&« brethren, where Mr. M--de, if he ight communi- 
« cate his thoughts: But this was not to his | and there- 
fore avoided. When this method failed, recourſe was had to the 
more prevailing argument, and accordingly, a bribe of 
two hundred pounds was offer'd Mr. R--d4--k to {wear Hd into 
office, which he rejecting, was then aſk'd, what ſum would do, 
and he ſhould have it? His anſwer was, that no ſum ſhould pre- 
vail on him to facrifice his honour or reputation; a ſtrong evi- 
dence of the great worth of that valuable man, who is above 


But the manner in which this bribe was offered, had fome- 


thing extraordinary in it, That it would make an atonement for 
2 of his word. 


When all theſe batteries failed, new methods of embarraſſment 


The firſt obje&t muſt, of courſe, be poor R--dd--k. A mark'd 
writ, immediately after Michaelmas, is committed to the care of 
one D--l--y, a truſty friend of M--de's, and R--dd—& confined to 
his houſe ever fince; but this requires to be explain'd. Mr. 
R--dd—k and Mr. E--g--ſb were married to two ſiſters, 
of one Mr. B---1, who had a leaſehold intereſt from Mr. S--th—/I ; 
after the death of Mrs. B—n, r 


tlemen in right of their wives; they came to a 
diviſion, and enjoy d * r ton purely, the y 4 4 their 
rents ſeparately; the late 


agent to Mr. D — — 
mas, Mr. M--de ſent to Mr. R-—dd-—k for the rent, Mr. R--dd-k 
ſaid, he would have it for him 1 ; but the meſſenger 
gave him to underſtand, that Mr. M-de expected the whole rent 
from him; R--dd--& was aſtoniſh'd at this, and faid that E- g 
was to pay half the rent; but the anſwer was, that Mr. M--de 
expected the whole from him, and had to ſay to Mr. 
E--g--fb, (for E--g--ſb voted for H--rd;) it L 
— 2 's rent that this gentleman was firſt confined to his 

_ 

But even this was not ſufficient, no method of embarraſſment 
mult be left untried. A plan was then laid to ferve R—dd —t 
with a ſubpœna at the ſuit of Fobn H—rd, M—de, attorney, pre- 
ſumed to be for not ſwearing H—rd into office, there being no 
other dealings between them. A moſt infamous naps dy 


E=re, a att ed a ro 
comes 
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comes to town, throws a copy of a ſubpæna into the houſe of Mr. 
R—dd—t at night-fall, tly diſappears, and returns to Cork, 
where Mr. M—de impatiently waits his arrival. Some time after 
we received a letter from our agent in Dublin, acquainting us, 
that he ſaw, by accident, in the Exc -office, an affidavit of 
a moſt extraordii nature, made one E-re againſt Mr. 
R-dd--k for ſnapping & loaded piſtol at him in the ſervice of a ſub- 
ponent that an abſolute attachment was granted. Mr. R-dd--t 

ſince ſent up ſufficient affidavits to ſhew, that he never ſaw 
the man, nor had a piſtol in the room at that time. 

The next attack on the rugged, ſtubborn virtue of the un- 
daunted Burrs, was a volley ot ejectments, which were ſerved 
immediately after Michae/mas, againſt Mr. Lewis L—ry, Mr. 
F--g-r, William W--t-r, Edward Pr—t-n, &c. Mr. M—de ſays, 
in juſtification of this ſeverity, as I am told, that he did not bri 
gy go any, but thoſe who either wou'd not, or cou 

rent. 


not, pay 
But the truth of the affair is this; Mr. Jabn N--m-n, ſecretary 
to Mr. M-, calld on Mr. L--ry and F--g-r ſome time before 
Michaelmas for their rent; both told him, they wou'd have 
it for him at, or very ſoon after, Michaelmas; Mr. L--ry ſaid, 
he had been a long time tenant to Mrs. S—tb—/1, and was never 
calld upon till then for an half year's rent before the other was 
due; however, faid, he wou'd have it for him on a day agreed 
upon. The day came, but inſtead of being call'd upon, as he 
expected, he was ſerved with an ejectment, and a bill of coſts, 
for a year's rent then due. What made this proceeding, particu- 
larly in regard to Mr. L—ry, quite unpardonable, and the blackeſt 
ingratitude, is, that Mr. M—de lay under great obligations to 
this gentleman, and was ever treated in that hoſpitable family 
like a child: There was an article in this bill of coſt worth notice; 
Mr. Made wanted to know, and conſulted a lawyer upon it, 
whether the ejectment ſhou'd be brought in the name of Mrs. 
S—th—1l, who had not adminiſter'd, or of the minor; for a fee 
to a lawyer, on this occaſion, each man was charged one guinea. 
But the ſevereſt caſe is yet to come; that of William Winter, 
the man who I told you before ſaved the S—1b—/] intereſt, at a 
critical time, by his ſingle voice. This man was not even call'd 
upon for his rent till the day the ejectment was ſerved for a year's 
rent of nine pounds odd, attended with a bill of coſts of eight 
pounds odd. There ſeems to be ſome long premeditated diſtreſs in 
this caſe, for, a ſhort time before, when his wife paid Mr. M—dge 
her laſt rent, ſhe told him, ſhe did not expect her next remit- 
tance till three weeks, or a month, after Michaelmas, (their in- 
come being an annuity of twenty pounds fer annum, very — 
paid): He generouſſy told her, he knew her ſituation very _ 
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that her huſband was an improving tenant, and that might 
take their own time; this lull'd them aſſeep, and whe Any 
prepared till the day of diſtreſs came, which robb'd them, and a 
number of ſmall children, of a very conſiderable part of their 
's income; it is me to hear the diſtreſs of that family 
ntial of that day. 
It wou'd be tedious to recite the and various oppreſſive 
acts of this raſh adventurer. OC ES: 
The ſcheme laid againſt this being » a hong 
whole power and veſt it in new it was a neceſſary 
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man 


tiality in her office. But that gen 
was Coe toe 6 dem ns againſt ſo good an 
and allow'd her time to make a defence, with which he was ſatiſ. 


2 and rejected, at length, this villainous attempt. But, be- 
the advantage that might ariſe from having a place of this 
nature in their hands, you are to underſtand, that ſhe has two 
daughters married 10 bene, who had the virtue to withſtand 
licitations of an agent. 
There is a poor man in this town, one Owens, known in moſf 
places now by the name of the honeſt barber of Kinſale. There 
mans fellow, though as poor as a church mouſe. 
Nothing ts him ſo much as a hint to break his word. When 
Siputes. ren high in this cerperation fame years ago, between 
Mr. S—th—1l and Sir R—h—d M—de, this man rejected a bribe 
of ſixty pounds in hand, and five fer annum during his 
life, to vote againſt the S—tb—1 intereſt, he was not 
worth one guinea in the world. For this fi inſtance of 
honeſty, Mr. S—t5—1! gave him a houſe of about thirty ſhillings 
per annum, rent free, which he has enjoy d, without interrup- 
tion, ſeveral years. Many fruitleſs — having been made 
upon this poor man to break his engagement; Made has now 
told him, he muſt account for the arrears, and come under a 
new rent for the future. 

I Rave now laid before you the moſt material occurrences of 
this diſpute ; let the world now judge of the charge of ingrati- 
tude, and breach of engagements, urged againſt the Burrs. The 
addreſs, which gave occaſion to this laſt cl charge, has been ſuffi- 
. ciently 'explain'd, and, I hope, to the ſatisfaction of every un- 
prejudiced perſon, that it granted no more than a recommenda- 
tion of a proper perſon for member of parliament, as long as the 
family continued the kind patrons they had hitherto 
been. The letter figned by the ſovereign, was a perſonal inad- 
vertent act of his own, upon a condition, however, which was 
not 
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not perform'd. The charge of ingratitude is equally groundlefs. 
The S—tb—1! family have certainly been — to this 
town. The corporation have been always truly ſenſible of this, 
made them all the grateful returns in their power, have accepted 
of their recommendation for members of parliament, and have 
ted them a leaſehold intereſt at ſixty pounds per annum, which 
ings into that family, at preſent, about 400 J. per annum clear. 
The Burrs, at the beginning of this diſpute, offer'd them the 
recommendation of member of parliament ; but nothing wou'd 
ſuffice but an abſolute ſurrender of all their privileges 
nation of magiſtrate, and their 
of 


and 
inciples of our perience of 
through the courſe of it, muſt ever determine us 


